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ALEX BRANDON AP 


Paul Manafort made his way through television cameras after 
leaving Federal District Court in Washington on Monday. President 
Donald Trump’s former campaign chairman pleaded not guilty. 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY, ROSALIND S. 
HELDERMAN, CAROL D. LEONNIG 
AND SPENCER S. HSU 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

Special Counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III on Monday re- 
vealed charges against three 
former Trump campaign offi- 
cials - including onetime cam- 
paign chairman Paul Manafort 
- marking the first criminal 
allegations to come from 
probes into possible Russian 
influence in U.S. political af- 
fairs. 

The charges are striking for 
their breadth, touching all lev- 
els of the Trump campaign and 
exploring the possible personal, 
financial wrongdoing of those 
involved, as well as what ap- 


peared to be a concerted effort 
by one campaign official to 
arrange a meeting with Russian 
officials. 

One of the three charged, 
former Trump foreign policy 
adviser George Papadopoulos, 
admitted to making a false 
statement to FBI investigators 
who asked about his contacts 
with a foreigner claiming to 
have high-level Russian con- 
nections. 

Manafort and longtime busi- 
ness partner Rick Gates, mean- 
while, were charged in a 12- 
count indictment with conspir- 
acy to launder money, making 
false statements and other 
charges in connection with 
their work advising a Russia- 
friendly political party in 
Ukraine. 
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paign officials 


SUSAN WALSH AP 


Manafort associate Rick Gates, photographed leaving federal court 
in Washington on Monday, also pleaded not guilty to the charges. 
Both men are on home confinement. 


The investiga- 
tion, which the 
FBI began last 
year but escalat- 
ed significantly 
with Mueller’s 
appointment in 


George May, has taken a 
Papado- heavy toll on the 
poulos Trump adminis- 


tration, repeat- 
edly putting the president on 
the defensive as reports have 
emerged about the work the 
special counsel team is doing. 
With Monday’s revelations, a 
week that otherwise might have 
been spent with Washington 
focused on the Republican tax 
plan will have talking heads 
dissecting the criminal counts 
against former Trump cam- 
paign officials - and speculating 


about the next shoe to drop. 

Papadopoulos’s plea agree- 
ment, signed earlier this month 
and unsealed Monday, de- 
scribed extensive efforts he 
made to try to broker connec- 
tions with Russian officials and 
arrange a meeting between 
them and the Trump campaign. 
Emails show his offers were 
sometimes looked at warily, 
though more senior campaign 
officials at least entertained 
them. 

Manafort and Gates pleaded 
not guilty in a brief appearance 
in D.C. federal court Monday 
afternoon. A federal magistrate 
judge put the men on home 
confinement and set a $10 
million unsecured bond for 
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Cowboys running back Ezekiel 
Elliott is eligible to return from 
his suspension Dec. 17 against 
Oakland. 


Elliott 
denied 
injunction; 
suspension 
reinstated 


BY CLARENCE E. HILL JR. 
chill@star-telegram.com 


Dallas Cowboys running back 
Ezekiel Elliott is officially sus- 
pended by the NFL after a fed- 
eral judge in New York rejected 
his motion for a preliminary 
injunction. 

Judge Katherine Failla of the 
Southern District of New York 
said Elliott and his NFL Players 
Association legal team failed to 
demonstrate a substantial ques- 
tion warranting the extraordin- 
ary remedy of injunctive relief. 

Moreover, the court ruled that 
the NFL was fair in its investiga- 
tion and arbitration process per 
the terms of the collective bar- 
gaining agreement and the 
league’s personal conduct pol- 
icy. 

Elliott has 24 hours to file an 
emergency appeal. 

What it means now is that 
Elliott must immediately begin 
serving his suspension, stem- 
ming from NFL’s year-long 
investigation into domestic 
violence allegation of former 
girlfriend Tiffany Thompson, 
while the full case plays out in 
the Southern District Court. 

Elliott will now miss games 
against the Kansas City Chiefs, 
the Atlanta Falcons, the Phila- 
delphia Eagles, the Los Angeles 
Chargers, the Washington Red- 
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TCU’S PATTERSON: 
BLAME GOES 
AROUND 


TCU coach Gary Patterson 
said the Horned Frogs 
should have run the ball 
more in the red zone at 


Whatawoman defends 
greatness of fast-food 
favorite on Halloween 


BY GORDON DICKSON 
gdickson@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

She fights for truth, fairness 
and chorizo burgers. 

Her drink cup wristbands 
may not stop bullets, but she 
can nonetheless defend the 
world (or Texas, at least) 


against the threat of curly fries. 


She is — Whatawoman! 

Well, her real name is Renee 
Fujii, and she is taking social 
media by storm and drawing 
stares of affection on the 
streets of Fort Worth with a 


tribute to Whataburger, her 
favorite fast food restaurant. 

Fujii combined the crime- 
fighting spirit of Wonderwo- 
man and the deliciousness of 
the famous, Texas-based ham- 
burger chain. 

“Tt definitely took a little 
planning,” said Fujii, a west 
Fort Worth resident and 
recruiting manager for Redfin, 
a residential real estate broker- 
age. “I definitely made lots of 
trips to Whataburger, and I 
asked them for extra cups, 
plastic bags and apple pie con- 
tainers.” 

The timing couldn’t have 


KEVIN FUJII 


Renee Fujii poses in her Whatawoman costume Sunday at Trinity 
Park in Fort Worth. 


woman movie being a smash 
hit in theaters this year, and 

with the ever-popular Whata- 
burger restaurant locked in a 


other joints such as 
California-based In-N-Out 
Burger for fast food supremacy 


Iowa State. 1B Halloween costume that pays been better, with the Wonder- no-holds-barred battle with SEE WHATAWOMAN, 5A 
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